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MAKING FEDERAL COURTS ACCESSIBLE TO THE PUBLIC
HONORABLE ALICE

R. SENECHAL*

For almost twelve years, I have been privileged to work as a United
States Magistrate Judge in the District of North Dakota. Two thoughts are
paramount as I reflect on Judge Webb's tenure as district judge. First,
Judge Webb views his work as that of a public servant, one who truly
serves the people. Second, I know few people who genuinely enjoy their
job as much as Judge Webb enjoys his.
Judge Webb has worked to ensure continued regional access to the
services of the federal courts for the people of North Dakota. The District
of North Dakota is divided into four divisions, headquartered in: Fargo,
Bismarck, Grand Forks, and Minot. Periodically, there have been overtures, from outside this district, of closing the "unstaffed" courthouses in
Grand Forks and Minot. Because a significant number of cases, particularly
criminal cases, are venued in the Northeastern Division in Grand Forks and
the Northwestern Division in Minot, Judge Webb has worked to ensure that
there is continued access to court services in those cities. He travels to
Grand Forks at least one day each week, and always has a busy courtroom
calendar. He travels to provide services to the public in the location most
easily accessible to the public.
Judge Webb's commitment to regional services also extends to
probation and pretrial services. Judge Webb has supported efforts to station
probation and pretrial service employees on and near reservation communities, and has worked for chemical dependency treatment services for persons under federal supervision in locations most easily accessed by those
who live on the Indian reservations within North Dakota. This also demonstrates his dedication to providing accessible court services to the people of
North Dakota.
Magistrate judges are assigned duties by district judges, and there is a
significant difference in duties assigned to magistrate judges among the
various districts throughout the country. Judge Webb has assigned duties to
the magistrate judges of the district to the greatest extent allowed by law,
and has consistently supported upgrading magistrate judge positions in the
district. This, too, has provided more accessible court services to the
public.
. United States Magistrate Judge.
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Judge Webb's interest in the court's physical facilities extends beyond
the Fargo courthouse project. He supported work to restore the Grand
Forks courthouse and courtroom, to recognize the building's historic role in
northeastern North Dakota, and to name it in honor of Judge Ronald S.
Davies in 2001. It is a stately building that serves the court, and the people
of northeastern North Dakota, well.
I first met Judge Webb when he was United States Attorney for the
district, and I was a law clerk for United States District Judge Bruce M.
Van Sickle. The first conversation I ever had with Judge Webb was about
how much he was enjoying his work as United States Attorney and how
much I was enjoying my work as a law clerk. His love for his job
transferred from his work as United States Attorney to his work as district
judge. That is not to say that he relishes hearing details of murder or rape
or that he looks forward to sentencing someone to a long prison term. But
his tenure can be characterized by his true pleasure in his work. He has
served the people of North Dakota well.

